


 

 

GIS pays tribute to Mr Nixon 

Losing our colleague and friend during this period of lockdown has made coming together to remember 

him and celebrate his life quite a challenge but, despite the restrictions, we have found a number of ways to 

pay our respects to Bruce, and to share our memories of him.   

Staff, students and parents/alumni have all had the opportunity to contribute their thoughts and memories 

in online books of condolence and so many of you have already done this.  These will stay open for another 

week, and once we are able to get back to school will be collated, printed and bound.  A copy will be given 

to Bruce’s family, and a copy retained in school. 

A temporary memorial has been set up in school (see the photo below) where staff and others can go to 

spend a few quiet moments and pay their respects to Bruce.  From Monday, wooden leaves will be left on 

the memorial on which visitors can write a short message. These will be collected and form part of a         

permanent memorial to our friend which will be erected once we are able to get back into school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, following Friday’s cremation, colleagues will get together on Zoom, to share their memories of 

Bruce, sing a verse or two of the traditional Australian song ‘Waltzing Matilda’, and raise a glass in his 

name. 

Rest in peace, dear Bruce.  



B y  M r s  D i n a h  H a w t r e e  

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

On Saturday 25 April, GIS lost a dedicated and talented maths teacher, a very special colleague and a 

wonderful friend.  Mr Nixon ‘Bruce’ joined us in January 2016, a few months before me, and I remember 

having lunch with him and Stuart Tasker in the canteen when I was visiting GIS on interview.  Right 

from the start, Bruce came across as a friendly and welcoming man, who was quick to tell me what a 

great place GIS was, and that I should take the job!   

As a teacher, Bruce was one of the best.  He had been teaching maths for well over 40 years, he was ‘old 

school’ and he planned his lessons meticulously.  He was convinced that maths was for everyone and 

would find multiple ways to explain the same concept until every student had ‘got it’. Such was his       

passion for the job that his ‘Line’ account carried the phrase ‘Love being a teacher’.  And in return, his      

students loved him.  Reading through the comments left by so many of his students on the online book 

of condolence is an emotional exercise – he clearly touched the lives of so many of our students, and I’ve 

selected excerpts from a couple of the comments to share with you here: 

IB student: Maths was never a dull or boring class, and even though in the beginning we took him for 

granted, I am grateful for the 3 years he taught me. He was the best in his field and always had high       

expectations from us, he truly believed in us even when we didn’t ourselves……..I can genuinely say that he 

has been the best math teacher I had so far and the help, resources and support he provided us through 

the years of IGCSE cannot be compared to any other. His funny antics, unapologetic behaviour and      

candidness always put a smile on our faces and no matter what he was going through, he was always a   

cheerful person in school. Thanks to Mr.Nixon’s hand-written solutions and detailed explanations, I was 

able to do well in my exams. I sincerely want to thank you Mr.Nixon for all that you’ve done. You will    

always be there in spirit. 



 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 student: Mr. Nixon was a really nice and helpful teacher……. He always came and helped me       

whenever I got stuck on a question. His teaching was amazing. His number mastermind club was really fun. 

Even if that club continues, it wouldn’t be as fun as it was with Mr. Nixon…..It feels empty on the inside when 

I realise that he is never going to teach us maths again. I really appreciated him as a teacher and I will always   

remember him. 

Bruce’s contribution to GIS, however, was not limited to maths teaching; he coached volleyball, took 

part (with gusto!) in staff pantos and shows and dressed up as Santa at Christmas.  He was a fiercely 

proud (and vocal!) member of Tiger house, and was always the most reliable scorer on sports days.  

I worked very closely with Bruce on a special Remembrance Assembly in 2017.  We centred the whole 

assembly around various members of Bruce’s family, over 3 generations, who had fought for their     

countries (first Scotland, and more recently Australia) during the 1st and 2nd World wars, and in Vietnam.  

Bruce concluded the assembly by reading the famous words from The Fallen ‘They shall not grow old….’.  

It was the most moving and memorable assembly that I, and many others, have ever experienced, and at 

the end, the students walked slowly out of the hall in pensive silence.  

In the staff room, Bruce kept us all on track by updating the noticeboard every Monday morning with 

details of the activities and deadlines for the week ahead.  He would amuse us with ‘pretend rants’ about 

a wide variety of topics, a favourite being the way all the teaspoons used to disappear (he was convinced 

his colleagues just hid them to annoy him!) and he was, of course, renowned for his sartorial elegance, 

often sporting his favourite ‘santa at the beach’ shirt on dress down Fridays.  

Being a proud Aussie, Bruce enjoyed watching both rugby and AFL with colleagues over a beer, and he 

could always be found, hot and sweaty, helping with the cooking at staff ‘barbies’.  It is a sad fact to note 

that 25 April, when Bruce left us, was ANZAC day. 

They broke the mould when they made Bruce – he was a big hearted man, with a big sense of humour.  

His kindness knew no bounds, nor did his capacity to laugh at himself.  He exemplified every single one 

of the GIS core values, and he had a heart of gold.  Our thoughts go out to his loved ones at this time, 

especially to Henry, his young son.  Bruce was a wonderful and devoted father, a much loved colleague 

and teacher, and a dear friend.  We will miss him terribly, and I hope he knows how much we all loved 

him.   

Rest in peace, dear Bruce. 

 

Mrs Dinah Hawtree     

 

 

 

 





 Dealing with COVID-19  
B y  A a s t h a  S a w a r k a r  

Y e a r  1 1  s t u d e n t  

 
Dealing with COVID-19 has been tough for all of us, espe-
cially the Year 11’s and IB2’s. Although it seems like a relief 
that our exams are cancelled most of us were disheartened 
to hear this message. As a Year 11 student myself, I can defi-
nitely say that it feels almost empty not being able to give 
the IGCSE exam in May/June, however GIS has taken great 
measures to make sure all of us are well. After hearing the 
news of Cambridge cancelling the exams, Mrs Steele         
immediately contacted us, along with Mrs Hucknall, making 
sure our mental health was well and we weren’t too upset 
about the news; teachers then told us that we didn’t have 
lessons until further notice, however our amazing form tu-
tors made sure we were all in good health. Many of us took 
this to the positive side and used this time off to relax from 
all the  pressure of exams and got involved in physical fit-
ness, art, gaming, learning a new language etc. as well as 
this, we were able to spend quality time with our family in-
stead of being in our rooms studying.   
 
Alongside all this, GIS has also introduced a “Pre-IB” pro-
gram for us Year 11’s to make sure that all the content we’ve 
learnt in IGCSE isn’t forgotten, it also gives us an advantage 
as we can look into IB from before, which will help us when 
we join school again, hopefully, in August. This is our first 
week and the timetable is fairly relaxed, and this course will 
also allow us to be into the “IB mindset” earlier. We’ve been 
covering subject content, TOK, and succeeding IB in general 
with the aid of Mrs Hucknall. So far, I have thoroughly en-
joyed this. 
 
It’s been hard on the teachers as well, and on behalf of all 
Year 11’s I’d like to thank all the teachers who taught us from 
Year 10 through to Year 11, we really appreciate it. 
 
Stay safe everyone! 
 

 



 W or l d  B o ok  D ay  - -  N ot  
s ur e  w hat  to  r e ad  ne x t ? ?  

Head Girl Galatee Cabanne recommends “The Tattooist of Auschwitz” by Heather Morris 

My two favorite types of books are either romance or historical books. When reading historical books I love reading 

about the German    period around WW2. Although this may seem weird, I have read 

countless books on this period whether they are romanticized or not and I  have always 

been able to learn something about it. I came across this book called “The Tattooist of 

Auschwitz”. This book is based on a true story of a Jewish man who was sent to Ausch-

witz and instead of being killed the  German Guards gave him a very important position, 

tattooing the prisoners that came in the camp. Lale (the main character) ended up      

falling in love with a woman from a different section in the camp and due to his position 

he was actually allowed to have some privileges. However, due to the secret missions that 

Lale decided to take on in the book for his loved one, ending up costing him.  

Overall, I really recommend this book as it's rich in history and I really found   myself 

hooked by the first pages which is always a good sign. 

 

If you haven’t read it yet, you’re missing out! Tom Ruethning in Year 9 recommends “Harry Potter and the 

Philosopher’s Stone” by J.K. Rowling 

In all honesty, I do not have a favourite book among the Harry Potter franchise but if I were to pick one, this would 

be the most special book and favourite of mine - “Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone” -  as it is the begin-

ning to an amazing and adventurous story written by J.K. Rowling. I picked this because of the imaginative ideas you 

get from it, from magical creatures to epic places, it is simply never-endingly engrossing. 

Another great thing about it is the storyline. It’s so good that J.K. Rowling just manages to keep you reading asking 

yourself “What will happen next?’’ The simple answer to why this story is amazing is because it always keeps you 

filled with emotions and makes the reader curious everytime.  

My favourite line from this book is, 

 “Neville will play Quidditch for England before Hagrid lets Dumbledore down.” 

It is just filled with humour and manages to get a chuckle out of me everytime. In this quo-

tation, J.K. Rowling tells the audience that Hagrid will never let Professor Dumbledore 

down as he is such a humble guy who would risk anything to make a loved one happy while 

Neville, you could say, is not the best at Quidditch. 

In conclusion, I would definitely recommend this book as it provides you with a vast        

imaginative world and can really build up your creativity. Harry Potter provides such a good 

story it will keep you hooked and asking for more until you finish it. 



For a truly terrifying read, Charlotte Ahumada in Year 9 recommends Stephen King’s “The Shining” 

The Shining is my favourite book because of the great characters and the amazing storyline. My favorite character 

was Jack, I saw how much of a good person he was despite his flaws, his anger and his eventual turn to darkness and 

loved his redemption at the end. I believe that this book has a very unique storyline compared to Stephen King's   

previous novels. The way he describes things is so realistic and it feels as if you are there with the characters. Another 

great thing about this novel is how King shows such      emotion through words on a page. Whether it's happiness or 

anguish you feel it. I believe that he has mastered how to weave real life with the supernatural. I believe that the   

novel is a lot scarier than the movie and that is one of the main reasons why I love it.  

 

Laaiqah Kamar recommends: “All the Light we cannot See” by Anthony Doerr 

I prefer to read books that are set in the past, especially during wars. All the Light we 

cannot See is set during World War 2, when Germany was taking over France. The 

book focuses on 2 main characters, a 14 year old German boy named Werner      

Pfennig, and a 12 year old French girl named Marie-Laure LeBlanc. Werner lives in 

an orphanage, with his sister and other orphans. He’s intelligent, and wants to      

become an engineer, which he trains a lot for. Marie-Laure is blind, and loves to read 

braille. She lives with her father, who buys her many books, and makes a  model of the town she lives in, to help 

guide her through it. The book shows their separate stories throughout the book, and later on, they meet. Although 

they come from 2 different countries which are fighting against each other, they work together and help each other 

out when they are in need of it. The fact that they work together even when they believe in different things, shows 

that the youth is usually more responsible than the other generations.This is my favourite book because of all the 

small elements and details that progress through the story.  

 

We would like to welcome to GIS new student Oscar, who recommends “A Dog’s Purpose” by 

W.Bruce   Cameron: 

“A DOG’S PURPOSE” is my current favorite book. Why? Well, it shows how important memories are. It’s about a dog 

that has lived a total of four lives before discovering its purpose. Every time the dog gets reincarnated it retains the 

memories of it’s past lives and it learns its purpose through its experience of love and happiness with its owners. I feel 

like the dog’s purpose was to teach its owners how to laugh and love and overall just learn how to be happy. But it 

couldn’t have done that if it lost its memories every time it was reincarnated.   I feel like memories are one of the 

most important things in life - making new memories and remembering the good and the bad ones in the past. Why? 

Because memories are basically the things that make and shape who we are today. It’s such a shame we’re not able to 

recall all the memories of our past lives (if reincarnation does exist). If we were, it would not only make us much   

wiser, it would also definitely help us to evolve into better human beings.   



William in Year 7 recommends The Wild Robot by Peter Brown 

I like this book because the artistic style of the book is appealing to me, it’s very        

minimalistic which looks like a robot’s illustration. The main character of the story is 

Roz and her journey in the book is very emotional and thought provoking. This is       

because you get to witness her develop emotions and become the mother of an           

orphaned goose. Reading the book made me feel satisfied because it was easy to digest 

and get attached to the characters. I would recommend this book to people who like to 

focus on the visuals of books rather than reading big chunks of paragraphs. Further-

more, the world building is shown in images rather than being explained, so you have to 

use your imagination. 

And here’s a poem about books from James Jarurattananont  

A really good book 

can open up your imagination 

can charm your reading  

and make you have ideas to do things. 

It can create a whole new entire world of your imagination 

And make you discern what you have never done before. 

A really good book 

Can fill you with dreams when you are sleeping 

Arouse your mind too and open the world.  

It can prove to you that lots of people are different from you. 

But the best book of all 

Is the one that you talk about with your friends 

That helps you to calm yourself  

And won’t let you think that you can't do things that others can do. 

A book that can guide you in what is right or wrong - 

Things you shouldn't do and things that you should.  

The best book of all is a wonderful thing! 

 

Meanwhile, Ms Jenn's Year 7 group have embarked on a quest in an imaginary land to 

find a cure for a deadly illness, completing many different reading and writing tasks 

along the way!  

 



 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
There are lots of examples in this newsletter of how well the          

Foundation and Primary students are doing with the learning during 

the school closure and Thai lockdown. I just want to say a great big 

thank you and well done to everyone in the GIS community for your 

effort, support and collaboration in making this a success so far. Of 

course, we cannot wait for it to be safe enough for the school to          

re-open, but it’s very heartening to see how well we can adapt and pre-

vail even in the most isolated situations.  

 

Getting to grips with the technology 
 
The remote learning programme has prompted a lot of students and 
families to get used to a lot of technology very quickly. The same     
applies to the GIS teachers. We’ve had to learn about and start using 
many new apps and programs to make the learning as interesting and 
interactive as possible.  
It has been a big learning curve for us all! However, we regularly       
expect the students to be ‘out of their comfort zone’ when they are 
learning, so it’s good for us to be out of our comfort zone with this new 
technology too.  
We do not want the students to have too much screen time, but we 
have discovered some amazing apps and programs that we will       
continue to use to enhance the students’ learning.  

 

 

Ms Sarah from Reception 
getting used to using her new 
tripod for remote learning.  

Remote learning madness! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        
    
 
   
 

G I S  h a s  Tale n t !  
 
With the school closed, we have been making sure that as 
many of the events and routines as possible continue. We   
usually have a talent show in Term 2. This time we are run-
ning the talent show using a video sharing app called Flipgrid.  
We had 20 video entries from students from Nursery right 
through to Year 5 and so far their videos have had a total of 
1840 views! 
The teachers will judge the talent show videos and the         
finalists will go through to the Talent Show Final later this 
term.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you figure out the Year 2s? 
  
M s  L u c y  H o w e t t  &  M s  A n n e  M a e  F l o r e s  

 

The Year 2s started the term with fun activities! They            

reviewed the addition and subtraction of numbers by making 

a ‘Figure Me Out’ poster. First, they had to think of a bunch of 

number facts about themselves (age, shoe size, birth month, 

number of letters in their full name…). Next, they had to come 

up with a number sentence for each number fact.  The chal-

lenge was to use numbers within 100.  The final copy has a 

portrait of themselves in the middle with the number          

sentences on small notes surrounding it. The answer to each 

number sentence is written underneath each small 

note.  They shared their poster with their friends through 

Google Hangouts. 

Every year, we have a competition to     
design a cover for next year's communica-
tion diary. The theme for this year's com-
petition is symmetry. This is a mathemati-
cal and artistic concept where pictures are 
reflected across lines of symmetry. The 
earliest examples are pictures from    
Foundation of butterflies made by paint-
ing half a page and folding it to make a 
butterfly. As the students get older they 
can make more and more complex       
symmetrical designs using paper and pens 
or using artistic apps.  

Here are some of the lovely symmetrical 
designs that we have received so far for 
the competition.   

Communication Diary 
Competition  

B y  M r  Ma t t  Wa l s h  



 

 

 

Y 6 ’s  e xp lor e  d if f e r e nt 
f or ms  of  Ar t  

  
M r  G a r e t h  C l a r k e  
 

Last term, Y6s have studied migrations as their Connected Learning 
unit. They have investigated the causes and consequences of       
human migrations and have also used different media to show their 
understanding. From investigating their own heritage to studying 
the work of Jacob Lawrence (1917- 2000) with his famous Migration 
Series, the students have produced impressive art pieces to convey 
their understanding of the topic. 

They have  also  included  some  alternative  book  covers  The     
Silver Sword. 
Thank you to Asia, Bahvya, Poleon, Claudia, Lucas and DJ for their 
contribution.  

Y5 on Life Cycles 

Y5 have been studying Life Cycles and 
using lots of different online tools to help 
show their work, such as Google Jam-
board and Adobe Spark and have even 
tried live experiments with eggs on 
Zoom!  

They have also been competing work 
away from the computer such as some of 
these explanation posters.  The children 
have been working so hard to continue 
their studies at home and are displaying 
impressive levels of independence and 
resilience.   

Well done Year 5!  



 

It is also very important that the students spend time away 
from the computer in more artistic or practical endeavours. 

 

 

 

 

 

“Ov e r com ing  a  Mo nste r” 
 

B y  M r  M i c h a e l  G e o r g e   
 

The students in Year 3 and 4 have really shown their adapta-

bility and resilience coming to terms with online learning. 

They have managed to maintain contact with their friends 

through the online chat groups and it has been great to see 

them chatting and helping each other out with their online 

activities and sharing their work.  

Despite the enforced school closure I think it is important 

that we focus on some of the positive impacts of remote learn-

ing, for example, the students are becoming increasingly     

independent learners and have vastly increased their ICT 

skills in a very short time. It has been amazing to see them 

think their way round problems and come up with solutions 

to complete the tasks (even if they don’t quite have the      

correct materials). It has also been amazing to see so many of 

the parents helping and supporting their children at home 

and playing a vital role in their education.  

This positive attitude, something I think GIS students all have 

in abundance, ensures that every problem turns into another 

opportunity to learn something new. It has made me very 

proud to be part of such a forward thinking community. 

Y 4 Le af  r ubb ing  
Here are a couple of examples of a   

simple technique used to make stun-

ning works of art I would be happy to 

put on my wall. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Year 3 have been extremely prolific in the amount 

of learning they have been doing. 

Here are a couple of examples among hundreds of 

others: 

Making their own board games in Literacy. 

Expressing their feelings and 

thoughts in PSHE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Le ar ning  in  E Y    

Te ddy  Be ar  C la s s  
B y  M r s  C a t h y  W a l s h  

There has been amazing learning at home in Teddy Bear 

Class. The children and their families have been baking new 

recipes every week, planting seeds, making binoculars to 

look at the world around us, making their own playdough do 

roll, cut and count. They have loved making their shaker 

bottles using home-made coloured rice. They have been 

making assault courses and sharing a daily song and rhyme 

time with their friends. Well done everyone! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In Reception, our remote learning is 
turning out to be really good fun! 
Combining live online sessions with 
the teacher and plenty of outdoor 
play is the key to happy, engaged 
students. Our fabulous parents are 
uploading videos and photos of the 
children's learning and we as teach-
ers are then able to see and com-
ment on the next steps they can 
take. Show and Tell enables the chil-
dren to see and talk with 
their friends and as a consequence 
of all this the children are learning 
many new skills. 
Well done Reception children,  
parents and carers! 
 

Le ar ning  in  Nur se r y   
B y  M r s  C a t h y  W a l s h  

 In Nursery we have been very excited this week to start our 

learning about Dinosaurs. We have already started by mak-

ing shape pictures of T-Rex and measuring a Stegosaurus. As 

a group project all the children have been painting sunflow-

ers to make a virtual sunflower garden together and then 

they are putting their sunflowers on their windows to make 

other people happy. 

We have also been experimenting with colour and water. It's 
been a great beginning to a new term. 
 

 

 

Le ar ning  in   

r e ce p ti on  



Despite the difficult times the world is    
going through at the moment. the students, 
teachers and school community have often 
shown our spirit of resilience and normally 
good cheer. We were therefore shocked and 
saddened at the passing of Bruce Nixon our 
Maths teacher last weekend. Bruce was very 
much the spirit of GIS a true global citizen 
yet proud of his roots Australian, a great 
professional, and a man of good humour 
who involved himself in many different 
types of school activities. He helped make 
GIS the unique place it is. He will be sorely 
missed but we will work on to honour his 
spirit and I am sure we will never forget 
him.  
 
I hope you felt that the school holiday was 
at least a rest from the intensity of the 
home learning experience that we have all 
had to rapidly adapt to. We are finding out 
through our own reflections as teachers, 
through feedback from the parent survey 

and from form tutors chats with their children that there is a very delicate balance to be made between setting and 
receiving too much work.  
 
For our Secondary students especially in Year 7, 8 and 9, this is a true test of their ability to motivate themselves to 
be independent learners, read instructions (and follow them) and at times to even get to registration and online 
lessons on time. Teachers themselves are available for more than the standard times we set out in the remote learn-
ing guide because of their dedication and to contact the students to ensure they understand the work and are     
getting on with it. However, we are revising the expectations for our Year 7, 8 and 9 teachers and students. We are 
asking them to consider setting the type of tasks that get students away from screen-only tasks and even set tasks 
that don’t need to be completed at the set lesson time. There are some photos attached of some examples of         
students adapting to online life and some non-screen time activities and we continue to reflect on the right balance 
of learning for the unusual times and for all age groups. 
Finally, we have had clear instructions from our IGCSE and IB exam boards for the next steps we should be taking 
Our teacher’s input is required to help the IB and IGCSE exam boards come to a decision about the grades they will 
award our students this year after they cancelled their exams. We have already sent to the IB all the information 
that they need. Our teachers are currently working on the requests we have received for information from the  
Cambridge IGCSE exam board. At their request, all of this work must remain confidential and we will not release 
any further grade information to staff or parents. Families and teachers will have to wait until August for the results 
in the normal way. 
 
For now, stay safe, support your children in home learning if you can - and definitely support and encourage them 
to take exercise and minimise screen time that is not educationally necessary. Thank you for your ongoing support. 
Enjoy the photos and please continue to send them in 



Students adapting to online life and some non-screen time activities  

 



IB Students Remote Learning in Maths 

B y  M r  L i n e  T u r a g a i v i u   

 

The IB students were challenged to create a quadratic curve using a water pistol or hose and then to 

model it correctly using technology. They were asked to apply their understanding of quadratic graphs 

(parabola's) onto the models using technology including graphic calculators. Below is an example of one 

of the IB student's work on the water hose quadratic modelling task.  

 



Learning during the current situation 

brings its own challenges, and to    

enhance online learning, teachers in 

the English department have been 

getting creative! 

Year 8s had fun in their last lesson 

with Ms Francisco before the 

Songkran break. They were chal-

lenged to create their own memes 

about popular/current trends and up-

load them onto Padlet.com. They could even poke a little fun at each other but only if they had permis-

sion from their friends or their teacher. The students enjoyed this activity so much that they didn't want 

to leave the chatroom, even though it was their lunch time!   

 

As part of their study of the global issue of Culture & Identity, and practice for their Individual Oral, IB1 

students have enjoyed analysing visual texts alongside written ones using zoom screen sharing. The     

image below is part of a body of work by Malian photographer Seydou Keita - a cache of fascinating pho-

tographs, mostly taken in the 1950s, that only became known to the global community in the 1990s. They 

have been exhibited in Paris & Tokyo, to wide acclaim. Keita has been able to capture a significant mo-

ment in colonial/postcolonial time through these photographs that were originally very personal    por-

traits. As he and his sitters were short of cash, and it was a pre-digital era, he only took a single shot of 

each subject, so it had to be good! 

 

The Year 10 students have been busy completing their written coursework for 

World Literature, and Ms Hucknall’s ESL group have been working on        

improving their summary skills by turning animations like  'The Sandman' 

and ‘There Will Come Soft Rains’ into short books using Book Creator.   

 

 

E NG LISH  ONLINE  LE AR NING  
B y  M s  A n g e l a  Ma r t i n  



 

 

 

E NG LISH  ONLINE  LE AR NING  
B y  O i n d r i l a  S a r k a r   

Y e a r  9  s t u d e n t  



G loba l  Lang uag e s    

During the lockdown the Global Languages Department has been experimenting with various teaching 

methodologies. 

Luckily most students have access to their textbook and audio files as well as the ability to use the in-

ternet. 

The department has recently signed up to Linguascope: an interactive and fully differentiated web site 

that offers reinforcement in Spanish through various levels and beginners Mandarin. 

The students are being directed towards project based learning, where appropriate, and the exam 

groups of Year 10 and IB1 are continuing to work through the necessary sections of their relevant sylla-

bus. 

 Year 7 Spanish have been busy creating a pictorial representation of their house, in which not only do 

they describe it, but they must also aim to use some kind of opinion and reason to say what they think 

about their abode (this is the kind of technique that will be required for IGCSE Spanish in the future). 

In Year 8 Thai Studies, the group were asked to produce a poster encouraging people to stay at home. 

B y  M r  Ma rk  Te b b u t t  

In Primary Thai across Reception, Year 4 and 5 students have been creating posters on how to protect 

themselves from the Corona Virus. 

 



Online  P E  le ss on s   
B y  M s  S a r a h  L o n g s t a f f e  M US IC  AN D D RA MA 

M s  D e e  L e o n g  &  M r  K e n n e t h  

L u n d  

Lockdown music projects!  

The Year 8's have been busy com-
posing music and making videos. 
First, they wrote and played their 
compositions, then they created a 
video to go with it. These are just a 
sample of their fabulous work. What 
a talented lot!  

Here is the link to their work. Copy 
and paste the link! Don’t miss it!  

https://www.facebook.com/

gardeninternationalschool/

videos/232799357970125/  

 

Drama students have been working 

on their choice of special projects 

designed for distance learning and 

here are some examples to share 

with you.  

James chose to create a presentation 

about a famous theatre, Maya chose 

to write her own play review and 

Seo Yul performed a monologue all 

about broccoli.  

Online PE lessons can be a bit of a challenge for students as   
everyone has access to different space and equipment. This was a 
challenge that the PE department embraced quickly and thought 
carefully about. We decided to take on a health  related exercise 
approach and have tried a number of different methods to      
engage students including videos, links, top tips and many more. 
Before the term break and over the holiday the PE  department 
put together a series of lessons including videos for the           
students . The videos have been a mixture of online content and 
teacher recorded content. Some lessons were even live where the 
teacher joined in the lesson on a zoom call. Students have been 
encouraged to send photos and videos where possible of them 
completing the activities. The engagement in  lessons was really 
good to see.  

After reading feedback and looking at good practice from other 
FOBISIA schools the PE department have now decided to try a 
slightly different approach. As the students have so much screen 
time we are now setting lessons where students can watch a    
video if they want but can also print an activity and take it out-
side or in another room. Hopefully this will give the students 
some much needed exercise and fresh air. This term will intro-
duce activities such as Fitness golf, superhero workouts, fitness 
challenges and many more.   

I would like to encourage students to take time away from the 
computer and do some form of daily exercise where possible.   

https://www.facebook.com/gardeninternationalschool/videos/232799357970125/
https://www.facebook.com/gardeninternationalschool/videos/232799357970125/
https://www.facebook.com/gardeninternationalschool/videos/232799357970125/


 

 


