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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to the English as an Additional Language (EAL) Programme in Primary GIS. This 
document will give you a better idea of what our programme does and how you can best 
support your child’s learning.  

                   
1. Our mission 

 

Our aim to equip students to become part of GIS both socially and academically. We try 
to do this by building both confidence and language skills so they can access the 
curriculum as quickly as possible.  

 

2. Which students might be in need of EAL support? 

 Students who are learning English as a second or additional language. This may mean 
they have had some or no exposure to English.   

 Students who may have had some or no schooling equivalent to that of children the 
same age as them. Their schooling may have been interrupted by moving around 
different countries or schools.  

 Students who are not as proficient in English as a student of the same age who has 
been learning only in English.  

 Students who need assistance in classroom activities because of their stage of English 
language development. This may include specific language skill development such as 
writing and/or the opportunity to develop confidence in their use of spoken English. 

 
3. Entry into the EAL Programme 

Each student entering Primary is assessed so we can know more about their reading, 
writing, listening and speaking skills. Students entering Primary at 
GIS fall into 2 categories: 
 
i) GIS students moving from Foundation to KS1 
Part of the GIS curriculum is an excellent programme called Read 
Write Inc. Beginning in Foundation, all students learn the 
fundamental skills required to read and write. Students entering 
KS1 who are assessed as needing extra work receive targeted 
tuition designed to allow them to reach the standards required to 
access what is taught in the classroom. 
 
ii)  Students new to GIS 
For students who are leaving another school and entering GIS, an interview occurs as 
part of the admission process. If it is thought that a child will find it difficult to access what 
is being taught in the mainstream classroom, and the student would benefit from EAL, 
then they will enter the EAL Programme.  

In Key Stage 1 (Year 1 and Year 2), this means more intensive teaching and assistance 
through the Read Write Inc. programme. In Key Stage 2, children receive support in both 
Literacy/ Writing and Reading lessons where required. Students will have regular 
assessments to determine exactly what reading and writing level they are on and get 
support specific to their needs. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

4. Is EAL support compulsory? 

 
As per our Student Admission Policy, EAL Programme support is compulsory for 
students who are assessed as needing it. It is vital that students are proficient in English 
if they are to succeed at GIS. Therefore, it is a requirement that if a student is identified 
as needing support from the EAL Programme, they receive this support until they 
complete the programme.  
 

 
 
5. What support do we offer?  

 
There are 3 levels of support, depending on the needs of the student: 
 
i) Level 1 

 This is the lowest level of support, for those students who are able to access Literacy 
but still need support with writing, reading or confidence. 

 Support is in small groups for Reading and/or Literacy classes as required. 
 Support is either in-class or withdrawal. 

 
 Level 2   
 For students with some access to Literacy. 
 Support is in small groups for Reading and Literacy classes.  
 Support is either in-class or withdrawal. 

 
iii) Level 3   
 This is the highest level of support, for students who are new (or relatively new) to 

English. 
 Support is either 1 to 1 or in small groups for Reading and Literacy classes. 
 Support is either in-class or withdrawal. 
              

6. How long will my child need additional support? 
 
The speed at which a student learns a language and the time a child spends in our EAL 
Programme depends on many factors. These include:  
 
 How fluent the child is in their native language. Experience learning a language and the 

knowledge and concepts gained is valuable. 
 The level of social (playground) and academic (classroom) English language the child 

has. 
 The level of support the child has outside of school. 
 The similarities between their first language and English. 
 Their general aptitude and their attitude towards learning. 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
There have been cases where students have exited the EAL Programme in as little as a 
year but for most it takes much longer. Every new student has a different background 
and unique needs. 

 
7. How are EAL students assessed? 

 
Students in the EAL Programme are assessed the same as their classmates. They do 
exams each term (summative assessment) as well as more informal assessment 
procedures (formative assessment) conducted by teachers during the learning process in 
order to modify teaching and learning activities to improve student attainment. Each 
student’s progress is compared to accepted standards.  

 
8. Exiting EAL and entering the mainstream 
 

If a student’s attainment level are acceptable and it is thought that they can fully access 
what is going on in the classroom and produce work that is expected of them at their level 
in a British International School without extra support, then they will be released from the 
EAL Programme. 
 
If the student regresses without that support then it might be the case where they will be 
put back in the EAL Programme. 
 

9. Will speaking mother tongue slow down the rate at which my child learns English? 
 
It is important to continue to speak your first language (mother tongue) at home while 
your child learns to speak English. Speaking mother tongue: 
 
 Makes it easier for children to pick up and learn another language. 
 Develops a child's personal, social and cultural identity.  
 Helps develop critical thinking and literacy skills. 
 Leads to a much better understanding of the curriculum and a more positive attitude. 
 Allows you to help them understand English by using their mother language to explain. 
 Will be an advantage for your child in the future as they will be bilingual.  

 
10. EAL Programme Homework  
 

Students in Key Stage 2 will have a combination of homework tasks, 
including: 
 

i. i. Vocabulary to learn to help them understand the Connected 
Learning subject they are studying in class. 

ii. ii. Tasks on Quizlet.com using this vocabulary. 
iii. iii. Online books on RAZ-Kids.com where the students listen, read and 

answer questions to improve both their reading fluency and comprehension. 
 
The children will have a homework folder to take home which should be returned to 
the teacher each week. The front page shows the homework which should be tried. 
Please inform us if there are any issues that prevent your child from completing any work 
sent home, such as access to a computer, time to do the work or the difficulty of the work. 
We appreciate that the parents of GIS students are all different in their understanding of 
English. Please contact us if you need further assistance. 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
11. What you can do to help 
 

Offering your child support and being aware of their learning is very important. Being an 
EAL student is not a reflection in any way of intelligence or talent, simply a reflection that 
a child hasn’t been learning English in the classroom as long as some of their classmates. 
Please remind your child that they are learning a second language and it will take time. 
Also, do everything you can to give them an appreciation for their considerable talents.  
                                                                                                                                                  
Academically, check that homework is done. If possible, spend some time reading to 
them (in English or their first language). Reading and the love of reading is the single 
most important and effective way of improving language or education in general.  
 
We are aware that children also receive homework from other teachers so it is important 
that they have time to relax and process what they have done during the day. 
 

12. How much does EAL support cost? 
 

EAL provision is compulsory and is an additional fee on top of standard Tuition Fees. Full 
details are in the Guidebook for Admissions on the school website, specifically the English 
as an Additional Language (EAL) Provision 2022-2023 section.  

 
 

If you have any further questions then please contact me, Mr Garth Swan 
(g.swan@gardenrayong.com). 
 
  
Yours sincerely, 
 

      
 
 
Mr Garth Swan 
 
English as an Additional Language Co-ordinator (Primary)  
 

http://www.gardenrayong.com/admissions/how-to-apply/
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